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A learned religious man once asked Jesus
which was the most important of all the commandments.
Jesus said the most important commandment
was to love the Lord with all your heart,
all your mind, and all your strength.
And then to love your neighbor as yourself.
What is of most importance to Jesus
should also be our priority as Christians.
So, are we loving God with all our heart, mind and strength?

Or is God getting our leftovers?
These might be good questions for us to
be considering in this season of Lent.
Which is why our theme this Lent is
"Loving God Whole-Heartedly."
A theme that seems apropos for a year when
the beginning of Lent came right on the heels
of Valentine's Day.
A recent poll of public attitudes towards Valentine's Day
indicates that the majority of people aren't big fans.
When it comes to celebrating Valentine's Day,
most people's hearts just aren't in it.
For many, it has become a matter of
going through the motions;
trying to meet the expectations created by the day,
but not really having their whole heart in it.
I wonder if we approach Lent with
that kind of half-hearted attitude.
Going through the motions,
but not really having our heart in it.
On the same day that I read the poll
painting a not-so-rosy picture of
the popularity of Valentine's Day,
I also came across a cartoon that casts the holiday
in a more positive light.
Remember the ads that used to run for Mastercard the ones where a value is attached to each one
in a sequence of events that are happening in the ad?
The final frame of each one of these ads

revealed an outcome that that was worth the costs that preceded it
with a single word- "priceless."
This cartoon is a take - off on those ads.
The first panel of the comic strip shows a husband
handing his wife a bouquet of flowers
The caption under the picture says: A Dozen Roses - $28.00.
The next panel pictures the couple seated at an elegantly set table.
The caption there reads: Dinner at a swanky French Restaurant - $160.00
The last panel shows the couple exiting the restaurant.
The wife's expression is absolutely beaming.
The caption says: Slipping the waiter $20 bucks
to have him ask your wife to show her ID
before serving her wine
- priceless.
The story from our Gospel reading,
of Jesus bringing three of his disciples to a mountaintop
to have them witness first hand the intimacy
of his relationship to God,
could almost be told in the form of
one of those "Priceless" ads, too.
If it was, it might go something like this:
Having three of your most important disciples
see your clothing glow like the sun - Impressive.
A cameo appearance by two of the most revered people
in the Old Testament - Moses and Elijah - Convincing.
Having them hear God's voice speaking from a cloud,
calling you His Beloved Son - Priceless.
What those three disciples got on the mountaintop that day,
was a glimpse into the wholehearted love that God has for Jesus.

They saw for themselves that Jesus was priceless in God's eyes.
And though they didn't know it at the time,
what they would come to understand before very long,
was that they too, were priceless in God's sight.
That God loved them every bit as wholeheartedly as Jesus was loved.
And what was true of those disciples, applies to you and me.
As far as God is concerned, each one of us here is priceless.
Here's why.
Not long after what happened on the mountain,
Jesus' disciples - including the three eyewitnesses to his Transfiguration would betray and desert him.
He would be arrested on trumped up charges,
put through a kangaroo court of a trial,
and executed like a common criminal.
Jesus wouldn't do anything to run from or resist,
or retaliate for what was being done to him.
He would even forgive the people who did these things to him.
Loving God as he did - with his whole heart meant that for Jesus, there was no price too steep to pay
for following God's will.
Not even the price of his own life.
What's even more incredible,
is that God did not intervene to stop His Son
- His Beloved Son from becoming a victim in this way.
If none of this makes sense to you,
it didn't make sense to those disciples, either.
At least, not until they remembered later on
the things that Jesus said to them

during their last meal together
before everything started to go terribly wrong.
They remembered that night,
and how Jesus took the bread that was on the table,
broke it and said,
"this is my body that will be broken for you."
And how he took the cup of wine and told them,
"this cup represents a new covenant
that my Father is making with you.
A covenant sealed by my blood,
which will be shed for you and for many,
for the forgiveness of sins."
Every time we re-enact that fateful night at this table,
we are brought face to face with the realization
of how priceless we are in God's sight.
Priceless because there isn't a pricetag high enough
to measure what it cost God to wipe the slate clean
of anything and everything that comes between us and Him because what it cost God was the loss of His Beloved Son.
God was not going through any motions.
His love for us is as real as it gets.
God calls to us, "Return to me with all your heart."
Is it humanly possible to love God with ALL of your heart?
Not in this lifetime.
But this is about progress, not perfection.
And anyways, perfection is not what God expects of us.
What IS possible for us is to work at moving God
closer to the top of the list of what we recognize
as "priceless" in our lives.

To not allow our relationship to God
to dissolve into just going through the motions.
That's where these heart cards can come in handy.
If you haven't gotten one yet, pick one up on your way out.
Or, make up your own.
These heart-cards are for your personal reflections during Lent.
Maybe to remind you to pause each day
to reflect on what you could be doing more of, or less of,
to love God more wholeheartedly than you are doing.
You might want to jot down what comes to you so you don't forget.
Before Lent is through you might go through more than one card!
I know mine is filling up pretty fast!
Perhaps an awareness will come through something you read,
or something you hear in worship.
For instance, today you could feel led to consider
what you might be attaching more value to
than your relationship to God,
and what steps you could take to change that.
Using your heart-card this way could be your ticket
to doing more than just going through the motions of Lent.
And appreciating more, how priceless is
your relationship to Jesus.
Let's pray: Lord, bring us to the sobering knowledge of the price that was paid for us,
so that we might love you more wholeheartedly in response.
And when we remember how priceless we are to you,
remind us that our neighbors are just as priceless in your sight,
so that we might love them more wholeheartedly, too. Amen.

