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When President Obama made his historic trip to Cuba, Americans got a rare glimpse into the lives of our
island neighbors. In some ways, it was like opening a time capsule. Studebakers, Nash Ramblers, Kaisers
and De Sotos—cars declared extinct in the United States long ago—are alive and well on the streets of
Cuba. These are many of the same cars that were being driven there when the U. S. imposed a trade
embargo in the early 60’s. For more than half a century, people kept these cars running by adapting
parts from other machines, or even finding ways to replace those parts with common household items
that were never intended to be used in cars. Unable to get replacement parts or even basic
maintenance items like brake fluid, mechanics made their own substitutes from a mixture of shampoo,
oil, and dish detergent. They made do by re-purposing the unlikeliest of household items into car parts,

like turning enema hoses into fuel lines.
Flip through the pages of the Bible and a pattern emerges of God demonstrating a similar ingenuity in
repurposing a rogue’s gallery of unlikely candidates into enduring models of faith in order to keep the
vehicle of God's Kingdom moving forward through history.
And no one fits the bill of a repurposed life for Christ more dramatically than Saul of Tarsus.
Saul was a Pharisee, and if you are familiar with the Gospels, then you know that the Pharisee’s were
bitterly opposed to Jesus while he was alive.
And after he was crucified, they were determined to prevent his followers from spreading their beliefs
about him.
These disciples called themselves, “People of the Way.”
The term Christian was not yet part of anyone’s vocabulary.
The first followers of Christ didn’t see themselves as beginning a new religion separate from Judaism.
They understood themselves as a movement within Judaism that recognized Jesus as the Messiah
foretold in the Jewish scriptures.
Whatever they called themselves, however, Saul would have called them heretics.
Saul was hellbent on a kind of personal vendetta against the People of the Way as he made it his
personal mission to hunt them down wherever he could find them and bring them to justice.
Which is why he was on the road from Jerusalem to Damascus on the day that changed his life.
And not just changed his life, but changed the world. Forever.
Suddenly Saul is blinded by flash of light. And he hears a voice, that turns out to be the voice of
Jesus, say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?”
Not the first words you want to hear Jesus say to you.
When Saul’s blindness wears off, he gets something more than his old sight back. He receives a new
vision. He has become a convert to “The Way” of following Jesus.
The passion, intelligence and commitment that Saul had invested into persecuting the Church is now
repurposed for spreading the message he had been so determined to eliminate. The repurposing is so
complete that even Saul’s name is changed – to Paul.
The same Paul who would do more than anyone else to shape Christianity and who authored more of
the New Testament than any other writer.
Today’s scripture is an invitation to repurposed living for us all. For some people, this may mean
repurposing some talent you possess into something that serves to benefit
others.
For others it may mean taking the pain of an unhappy childhood,
or an addiction, or a loss,
and having God
transform it into a gift for bringing healing and comfort to others who are still in
pain.
The possibilities are endless. God leaves no stone unturned and wastes nothing when looking for
people to do his work in the world. Each of us has talents, insights and experiences that can be recycled
by the Lord for ministry and mission, even if we don’t recognize them ourselves, or appreciate their
potential.
Saul had gifts that were used to persecute Christians, that when he was repurposed into the apostle
Paul, were used to proclaim the very gospel he had opposed.

Flip through the pages of history and you will also find God relying on repurposed lives to accomplish
God's will on earth.
A slave trader named John Newton, saw the light and gave himself to serve the Lord in ministry and in
supporting the movement to abolish slavery in the British
Empire.
He wrote one of the most famous hymns of all time,
Amazing Grace, to describe what a repurposed life is like.
William Wilson was a hopeless alcoholic. One day, in his despair he cried out, “If there be a God, let Him
show Himself!" He then had the sensation of a bright light, a feeling of ecstasy, and a new
serenity.
He never drank again, after that. And through the fellowship he founded, Alcoholics
Anonymous, millions of other alcoholics have found sobriety, as well. Number 12 of the 12 Steps of
Recovery in AA reads like a textbook definition of a repurposed life: “Having had a spiritual awakening as
the result of these steps, we tried to carry this message to alcoholics, and to practice these principles in
all our affairs.”
God can take all the raw materials of life – even the most painful or the most regrettable – and
repurpose them in ways that bring healing and hope.
One of the things that drove the Pharisees crazy about Jesus was his reputation for associating with
sinners that today we call saints. Formerly self-centered individuals were transformed by being around
Jesus into God-centered instruments of ministry.
The turnaround isn’t always as sharp as it was for Paul, or for some of the others I’ve named.
There was a clearly defined Damascus Road moment my life, when I was repurposed from someone
who could care less about church into... well, you're looking at the result.
But many other people have felt a relationship with God for as long as they can remember.
Either way, we should all consider ourselves to be continually in the process of being repurposed.
Where in our lives are there still rough edges to be smoothed? Rusted places to be refinished? Broken
places to be reconnected? What about us still needs to be recycled in order to unleash the potential for
ministry that God sees in us?
These are the sorts of questions that we in the church should habitually ask ourselves, and ask about
others.
Ananias was leery about helping Saul because he only knew who Saul had been, not who he was
becoming since his encounter with Jesus Christ. And so, when Ananias was given a role in healing Saul of
his blindness, Ananias also had his eyes opened to the power of Jesus to change any life.
Maybe a good thing for us all would be to understand our churches as redemption centers, where the
unbeautiful things of life are recycled into something whose beauty lies not in any perfection of form or
function, but in the miraculous transformation from what had been broken, twisted, or discarded into
masterpieces of grace.
We are still “people of the Way” because we are people whose lives are ever in the process of being

repurposed; even our weaknesses somehow transformed by God’s grace and wisdom into whatever is
necessary to keep God’s vision for the Church running from generation to generation.
The sacrament of Baptism is a visible sign of our intentionality as individuals and as a community to
becoming who Jesus calls us to be; where the past lets go of its hold on us, and where undreamt of
possibilities for future ministry can emerge.
As soon as Paul was baptized, he became God's repurposed instrument for spreading the Gospel of
Jesus Christ.
Who knows what God can make of us?

